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INTRODUCTION

This tale of Bryn Mawr started as a short report of the History of

King County Fire District 20. The search led to the Bryn Mawr Volunteer

Fire Department, to King County Water District 14, and in turn, to the

Bryn Mawr Water Company. Additional stories about the Mental Science

College and Grocery, Bryn Mawr Post Office, clubs and businesses, and

numerous unique pioneers and other individuals, were too interesting to

ignore, so the lore and history of the whole community and adjoining

areas had to be told.

Bryn Mawr, Washington is related to Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania through

a common name. So far as is known these are the only two villages in the

United States with this unique name.

Washington State's Bryn Mawr located in south King County (Western

Washington), first received recognition when platted in 1890 by William

Parker and his wife, Lillian. The Parkers believed this wilderness area

had great potential, and platted 316 acres, which they named "Bryn Mawr,••

perhaps after their home town in Pennsylvania. The local community has

grown, prospered, and is populated by many third and fourth generation

descendants of those first pioneers. Former residents return to stay,

or to visit friends and relatives who live in the area.

This story will reveal Bryn Mawr was and is a unique community.

For an area that has never borne an official title such as "city, town,

or village," Bryn Mawr has more untold history than most incorporated

areas. After 96 years of existence, there are many intriguing stories

and events, factual and hearsay, that will be new to many of today's

residents and may bring back memories to the oldtimers.

If this history brings as much good feeling and rekindles as many

memories of long past events to the reader as it has to me, its author,

then I will feel very much rewarded and enlightened with my new found

knowledge of one of the most intriguing communities in the south King

County area.

HAROLD "JIGGS" HOYT

May 26, 1986
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CHAPTER 1

THE ROADS TO BRYN MAWR

Until 1872, when Chester A. Arthur was President of the United

States, the wilderness area known as "Bryn Mawr” belonged to the U. S.

Government. This chapter will reveal the early days of the area, how

it was named and its progress to the present day.

One bright sunny day, Tuesday, October 10, 1872, Joseph J. Botts

received a U. S. Government Land Patent for the following property:

Lots 9 and 10, and the S.W. 1/4 of the N.W. 1/4, Section 7, Range 5

East W.M. or, the area between South 120th and South 124th Streets,

and between 84th and 87th Avenues South, an area of 158 acres.

A year later, October 1, 1873, John McIsaac received a land patent

signed by President Ulysses S. Grant for the area bounded by 84th Avenue

South to the shore of Lake Washington, between South 112th and South

124th Streets, an area of 158 acres, legally described as the N.E. 1/4

of the N.W. 1/4, and Lot 3 of Section 18, and Lots 5, 6, and 7 in Town-

ship 23 North, Range 5 East W.M.

The aforementioned gentlemen, McIsaac and Bo:~ts, held the property

for a short while until they sold to Joseph Pinel~l for $1,000.00 and

$1,500.00, respectively. Mr. Pinell sold most of the property in March

of 1874 to Dexter Horton, and the Seattle and Walla Walla Railroad, for

a modest sum.

The above 316 acres are the whole of Bryn Mawr, excluding the area

to the West which is officially called the Kelsey-Craig Five Acre Tracts

Addition. The top of this unnamed hill was choice property and on Friday,

July 19, 1889, President Benjamin Harrison signed a homestead agreement

for a small amount of cash in favor of Edward Bellows for the East 1/2 of

the N.E. 1/4 of Section 12, Township 23 i~orth, Range 4 East W.M. or in

every day language, the acreage between 80th and 84th Avenues South, and

between South 112th and 120th Streets, an area of 80 acres.

Although the property was acquired by Mr. Bellows in 1889, the side

hill above 84th still had no name. Mr. Bellows sold to Michael Burns, a

strip of land 290 feet wide along the east side of what is now BOth Avenue

South, from 112th to 116th Streets, for an undisclosed amount.

This was the only property sale Mr. Bellows made, since he died on

February 14, 1897, a bachelor. He was a prudent man and prepared a will

May 5, 1892 because one sister and three of his four' brothers were still

in Ireland. The administrators of the will were Terrance O'Brien and

Monsignor F. X. Prefontaine of Our Lady of Good Help Church on Fifth

Avenue and Jefferson Street in Seattle. (The church foundation is still

on the Southeast corner; probably to be replaced by a large building.)

The two Irish administrators sold Mr. Bellows property to Robert

Craig on October 25, 1900 for an undisclosed sum. Mr. Craig and a Mr.

-1-
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Kelsey made a deal and purchased another piece of property on the top and
side of the hill, the area bounded by 76th Avenue South and 80th Avenue
South between South 116th and South 124th Streets. The partners, Kelsey
and Craig, filed a plat with George B. Camping, King County Auditor, on
March 8, 1901 under the name of Kelsey-Craig Five Acre Tracts, which is
considered a part of Bryn Mawr as it is today.

Through the next few years the property owned by McIsaac and Botts
changed ownership until Seattle Attorney and Real Estate Operator, Will-
iam E. Parker, and Lillian R. Parker, his wife, filed a plat with W. R.
Forrest, King County Auditor, for the Community of Bryn Mawr on the 14th
of April, 1890, just a few months after Washington became the 44th State
of the Union. "Platted" meant just lines on a piece of paper, maybe a few
stakes, and a lot of stumps and brush, no comparison to what it is today.

The Parkers may have arrived in the Northwest a few years before
they decided to go into the land development business. From all indi-
cations, the logical area of their origin before coming West, would be
Philadelphia or from the nearby Community of Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania.

Flccording to Barbara Farrow, Historian of Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania,
in 1704 Rowland Ellis built a mansion about ten miles West of Philadel-
phia and named it "Bryn Mawr," or "great hill" after his home in Wales.

For about 120 years, the country developed very slowly, then people
started to move West from Philadelphia over the wagon trails used for
hauling freight by the teamsters of the Conestoga wagons. In the days of
rough roads and steel wagon wheels, ten miles was considered just right to
rest the horses that pulled the stage coaches, and the passengers who rode
in them. These coaches used a main route, the Lancaster Turnpike.

Mile Ten on the Lancaster Turnpike was a natural stopover, so Benja-
min Humphrey and his two sons started an inn to care for the travelers.
After a short while, a community formed around the inn, the beginning of
Humphreyville. As more settlers with families arrived, the settlement
became large enough to support a school, which was built in 1850.

At the beginning of the Civil War, the railroads crossed the country-
side hauling materials and men for the Union Army in its effort to halt
and turn General Lee. The Pennsylvania Railroad's main east-west line ran
through Humphreyville, and after the War, the."Pennsy" developed a summer
resort there, and renamed the station "Bryn Mawr,"amore romantic name.

Later, the rich of Philadelphia began to build permanent homes, and
Bryn Mawr became a commuter's suburb, which it still is today. Bryn Mawr
is also the home of Bryn Mawr Women's College, formed about 1885, about
the time William and Lillian Parker headed West. The Parkers must have
liked the Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania area--they brought the name with them.

Perhaps another reason for naming this area "Bryn Mawr" is the sim-
ilarity of both towns: Bryn Mawr, Washington was on the main line of the
Seattle and Rainier Beach Railway, and Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania is on the
main line of the Pennsylvania Railroad. The building lots in Bryn Mawr,

-3-



Pennsylvania are mostly 20 to 30 foot lots, the platted lots of Bryn Mawr,
Washington are also 30 foot lots.

BRYNMAWR IN WALES is a grimy, dusty town in a coal field.
Even the fleece of the sheep who roam the streets is dingy with.
coal dust.

In "Renton - From Coal to Jets," a chronicle of the Renton area,
author Morda Slauson presents another theory: the Welsh "Cousin Jack"
miners working in the Renton coal mines named the side hill "Bryn Mawr,"
which in Welsh means "brow of the hill," after their native mining vil-
lage in Wales. Whichever story is right, "Bryn Mawr," is a good name.

Mr. and Mrs. Parker must have been literate, poetic people because
the plat of Bryn ~1awr indicates all east-west streets were named after
famous American authors -- South 112th was "Alcott" and South 118th was
"Irving." The names, however, were changed twice through the years.

The east and west street name changes were:

Original 1st Change Final Original 1st Change Final
1890 1908 1926 1890 1908 1926

Alcott Leo So. 112th Irving Wallace So. 118th
Bryant Avon So. 113th Johnson Garvey So. 119th
Carlysle Augusta So. 114th Keats Juniper So. 120th
Dickens So. 115th Lowell So. 121st
Emerson Bowling So. 115th P1. Milton Holland So. 122nd
Franklin Moore So. 116th Newton French So. 123rd
Goldsmith So. 117th Ovid So. 123rd P1.
Hawthorne So. 117th P1. Plato So. 124th

-4-

Name changes of the north and south avenues were:

Original Final Original Final ~~~'` , ~
Fourth Street 84th Ave. South Baker Street 88th Ave. South ~ t'~~~~r
Third Street 85th Ave. South Front Street~89th Ave. South ~~N~^'`'~`~
Grand Avenue 87th Ave. South Lake Street Rainier Ave. So.

The name changes and the fuss they caused have been forgotten, but
some of the oldtimers still let some of the former names slip.

People who live in and drive around Bryn Mawr wonder about jogs in
the streets. Bryn Mawr developers used 30 foot lots, but the Kelsey-
Craig Five Acre Tract planners didn't allow for streets, therefore some
of the streets do not run straight.

A good example of the size of the Kelsey-CraigTracts was the one
purchased by R. L. East and Michael Burns, the property bounded by 80th
and 84th Avenues South and South 114th and 116th Streets, a sizable area.

The Bryn Mawr Land & Improvement Company was formed when William E.
Parker, Isaac N. Bigelow and Clarence L. Dawson, incorporated in Seattle,
December 4, 1891. Very few sales were recorded. A pioneer, Louis Rieman,
the first individual in Bryn Mawr to purchase land from the Company, must
have wondered if he paid too much, $375.00 in 1891 for four 30 foot lots.

Community progress looked certain when J. Edmiston of Seattle began
a street railway in 1889. After setbacks, depressions and management
changes, the Rainier Avenue Electric Railway finally reached the south
City Limits of Seattle at Rainier Beach in 1893, and extended to Renton in
1896. The extension was good for Bryn Mawr since it was on the main line.

Ferry F. Burrows and his family arrived in the Village of Bryn Mawr
on New Year's Day, 1897. A pioneer with an idea, he started a rental
business on the shore of Lake Washington (just below where the Bryn Mawr
Towers Apartments are today), on property his father had owned. This was
one of the first commercial businesses in Bryn Mawr.

Ferry's father, Captain Burrows, purchased the lakefront property at
the mouth of the now dried-up Black River for $100.00 gold from two local
residents, Indian Bill and his wife, Nellie, a few years before. Captain
Burrows was towing logs from Lake Washington to Puget Sound by way of the
Black River when he spotted this prime piece of property. The Railway
made things look better for the area and whatever Captain Burrows had in
mind.

Ferry built a floating storage shed for canoes and rowboats, and put.
a sign on the roof, "Captain Burrows--Summer and Winter Pleasure Resort."
Ferry soon built a clientele of Seattle businessmen who used their spare
time to relax, do some year-round fishing, and duck hunting in the fall at
Ferry's place. Martha Burrows delicious fried chicken and biscuit dinners
with all the fixings added to the appeal of the resort.
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FERRY BURROWS BOATHOUSE AT BRYN MAWR - 1897

Everything went fine for years until the Ballard Locks were opened,in 1916 and the Lake was lowered nine feet. This left Ferry with moredry property, but not the good spot of the old days when the Black Riverflowed south to the Duwamish River; nor did the influx of more people toBryn Mawr do anything to enhance the rural setting of the old days. FerryBurrows stayed in the old location until 1919 when he decided there wereother things to do. Ferry died in 1925 and his wife, Martha, married anold neighbor, Jack Hayes, nine years later.

Things must have been slow in the early 1900's for the original BrynMawr Land and Improvement Company operated by the Parkers because, aftersome lawsuits and real estate transactions, the Bryn Mawr Land Company,Inc. was formed on March 14, 1906. Three men signed the document: RobertAsher of Wasioto, Kentucky, Robert Huston, and "Judge" George Saulsberryof Seattle. Apparently, "Judge" Saulsberry was the main promoter of thereal estate. George Saulsberry and his wife, Elizabeth, lived in the BrynMawr area for a good number of years. A copy of the original brochure,(title page) probably was expensive ~o print at the time.

The Bryn Mawr Land Company set up an office in 1916 just north oftoday's South 113th Street, on the newly-lowered Lake beach, in the bestlocation to get potential "lookers" (buyers), with the Seattle and RainierValley Railway right in the front yard. The picture on the next page isinteresting; the white marks on the pilings of the bathhouse pier show thelevel of the Lake before the 9 foot drop. The bathing beauties have notbeen identified, but it can be assumed they were local residents.

1917 BRYN MAWR BATHING BEACH SCENE WITH THE BRYN MAWR LAND COMPANY
AT LEFT, NEXT TO SOUTH 113th STREET. THE PIER WAS IN USE BEFORE THE
LAKE WAS LOWERED IN 1916. NOTE WHITE WATERMARKS ON THE PILINGS.

Before the coming of the "electric horse," there was no transporta-
tion in and out of the wilderness except by foot, horse or lake steamer.
If the rail cars were not running, it was necessary to climb up to the
power line road (84th Avenue) that ran both to Seattle and Renton. The
power line was the main electric transmission line from Snoqualmie Falls
to Seattle and was operated by the Seattle-Tacoma Power Company. The road
was about where South 126th crosses 84th South today, and north across
where Dimmitt Middle School is located. The Community relied heavily on
the "Galloping Goose" for quite a few years.

The government body in charge of roads didn't do much to alleviate
the situation with fast action. Of course, there were a couple of bad
road blocks to be removed before traffic could move along Rainier Avenue.
Just south of Rainier Beach, about where the old stone service station
landmark still stands today, the bluff reached the lake edge. Remember,
most of this dirt had to be moved by horse and scraper, making progress
slow. In 1910, the City of Seattle drew plans to grade the road through
this half mile of very bad slide area. When 1913 rolled around, the road
was graded to Taylor's Mill (across the street from where the Lakeside
Tavern is today).

When the road was finally graded to the City Limits, worries did not
end. Every winter for years, the bluff would slide and close the road. To
make travel more difficult, the engineers later designed 18 inch curbs on
the lake side. In winter the drains would plug up and the street would
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fill with water and mud. When first opened, the newly-graded road was
covered with four-inch wooden planks laid crosswise to the road, making
it slick as ice when the rains came. After a short while, the planks
would get loose and rattle when driven over. Johnny Moore said when he
went over the road on his Indian motorcycle, it was necessary to stop
about every mile to get his equilibrium back.

King County surveyed for State Road 7 from the Seattle City Limits
to Renton in 1914. About this time, Lee Monohon, built a bridge from
Lake Street (Rainier Ave., a few blocks south of today's Bryn Mawr Tower
Apartments), east across the Black River mud flats, (where the Airport is) I
until it connected with Logan St., a County road, in North Renton. Logan
was the only raised street in the area not covered by water in the winter,
and led to the City pier where lake steamers stopped to load and unload
freight and passengers. The Monohon Bridge was all on piling because the
lake rose in winter and flooded everything up to 2nd Avenue in Renton. The
bridge was only used a few years, until the State and County finished Rai-
nier Avenue in 1917.

By 1917 the Seattle city limits were at Ryan Street and the City or
County installed an 18-foot brick roadway with 6-inch curbs, which was a
big improvement over the loose planks. As a kid, Lawrence Hebner watched
the Irishmen and Italians lay the 4x4x8 inch Denny Renton Clay and Coal
Company bricks by hand. The work was done while on their knees, rain or
shine, 10 hours a day for about $2.00 to $3.00 a day.

When the brick roadway was put through Bryn Mawr the County and State
had to squeeze as much right of way as they could from the west side of the
street car tracks. Some of the stores on the west side of Rainier almost
opened right onto the roadway. Doran's Barber Shop, Britzius' Garage, and
McBain's Grocery Store had about 3-foot sidewalks. Rainier Avenue carried
a lot of traffic and when wet the brick surface was like driving on ice, if
you looked at it you would slip and slide.

Mud slides were also a problem just south of Bryn Mawr where a 60 ft.
bank extended down to the Black River. Before 1916 Black River was the
only outlet for Lake Washington and about 50 feet wide; today only a small
drainage ditch is left on the west edge of Renton Airport.

About 1912-13 the D. C. Mitchell Road began at 3rd and Rainier in
Renton, followed the contour of the hill north to about South 129th (3rd
Place) where Imperial Carpet is, then took off east across Black River
over the Mitchell Bridge and ended at Logan and Commercial Streets, two
blocks north of where Airport Way is today, to arrive in north Renton.

When Rainier Avenue was extended to Renton, the road followed the
contour of the hill and connected with Mitchell Road. A portion of the
old road remains, taking off from today's 3rd Place and running behind
Barron's Car Lot, Mathewson's shop, crosses Renton Avenue, goes in back
of McDonald's and comes out on Victoria Place just south of the Car Wash.

When the State Road, which began at Dearborn St. in Seattle, finally
was extended to Bryn Mawr and Renton, one could drive to the rest of the

Nation, or perhaps New York, by way of Bryn Mawr and Renton. This was
also the main route from Seattle to the hay fields of Eastern Washington.
Trucks carrying hay and other products coming west, and gasoline trucks
going east, passed through Renton day and night on 3rd Avenue.

The road over Snoqualmie Pass was crooked and narrow until the State
straightened out some of the curves and widened it in the 1940's. Later
improvements made it the beautiful road it is today.

When Renton Avenue was extended from the Seattle City Limits through
today's Skyway area about 1927-28, the road entered Renton where the Vic-
toria Apartments are today at Victoria and Hardie Streets and crossed the
bridge, connecting with Tobin, Logan and downtown Renton.

On January 1, 1937, the Seattle and Rainier Valley Railway, the "Gal-
loping Goose," pulled into the Columbia City barn for the last time. The
system had its shortcomings, but it made possible the growth of Bryn Mawr
and other communities it passed through and brought progress to Renton.

The end of the railway made it possible to eliminate the hazardous
tracks, fill in the ditch, and widen Rainier Avenue. In 1937 the State
surveyed the need for a 90-foot right of way and made it a four-lane road.
In 1941 some of the curves were modified, and the Seattle-Mercer Island
Floating Bridge opened in July, 1941. These improvements were just in time.
World War II made it imperative to build some airplanes, so _Boeing built
the plant in Renton, and the daily traffic on Rainier Avenue made the pre-
floating bridge days look like a baby buggy parade by comparison.

Bryn Mawr has grown in population and dwellings, but the size remains
the same as when the Parkers and Kelsey-Craig platted the area. The roads
are better, the water system has improved, and the fire department is more
responsive and has better equipment; however, the firemen are no more
enthusiastic than the volunteer firemen were in the old days.

The Community of Bryn Mawr is still more or less a sleepy bedroom
suburb of Seattle and Renton, not much different than when the first
pioneer families arrived in the area just after the turn of the century,
and began to make a dent in the wilderness, building homes and planting
orchards and gardens; however, if it hadn't been for their tenacity in
wanting to improve the area, Bryn Mawr would not have grown at all.
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CHAPTER 2

THE RAILS TO RENTON VIA BRYN MAWR

In 1889 there was a potential of growth in the area southeast of the
City of Seattle called Rainier Valley, an area of wilderness and bears.
There was no good way to get in and out of the Valley except by horse and
buggy or maybe by lake steamer, where Lake Washington came up to the
Columbia City Playfield of today.

James Edmiston saw an opportunity to make a mint by furnishing this
wilderness with transportation, and by doing some developing. He laid
track in 1889 at Commercial Street (Alaskan Way) and Washington Street in
Seattle, and headed east up the hill with the aid of a counterbalance (a
weighted car running in a tunnel under the track) to boost the electric
car up the 10-17% grade. The right of way turned south at 14th Avenue,
then downgrade to Rainier Avenue where the going was comparatively level
among the Italian truck gardens to Genesee Street. After leaving Genesee,
the 3-4%'grade started up the hill to independent Columbia City where the
Seattle City Limits ended. After awhile the Company received a franchise
from King County to extend the line ~o Rainier Beach.

Before the rails of the Rainier Avenue Electric Railway were laid, it
was an all-day chore for the farmers of the Valley to get their produce to
market with horse and wagon, by rail, 15-20 minutes. The ladies could go
to town and the kids could go to Washington School at 14th and Washington
fora 5¢ fare. The small cars were California style, with the motorman on
the front and the conductor on the rear in the open, and the passengers in
the enclosed middle section.

In spite of poor management and the 1893 Depression, the Railway
served the Valley with few interruptions. When patronage increased, the
need for larger equipment was a headache for the Company. Frank Osgood
purchased the line and its equipment in 1895 for $14,000.00. Mr. Osgood
had a lot of experience running a street railway, was a good manager, and
extended the line five miles south of Rainier Beach to Renton. This move
made the 12 mile Seattle and Rainier Beach Railway the longest electric
railway in the State, and it was just as wide as the 1500 mile Milwaukee.

The coming of the "Galloping Goose" (as it was called), to Renton,
made things brighter for the struggling Community of Bryn Mawr. At last
the citizens would not have to hike up the path on what is now 84~h Street
to the pole line road at the top to get to Renton or Seattle. The coming
of the Railway also made things better for the Bryn Mawr Land Company, who
no longer had to bring customers into the area by boat or horseback.

Another advantage of the rails -- it was no longer necessary to take
a corpse to the Renton undertaker on a horse. Some bodies were wrapped in
a blanket and put on the rear fender of the trolled and delivered to Jim
Tachell, the Renton undertaker. This practice was in existence until the
State finally completed the road to Renton in 1917.
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With this fast service, some of the local greenhouse owners could
market their fresh produce and flowers daily at the Pike Place Market.
Some of the daily travelers were Gust and Susanna Hebner of the Hebner
Greenhouse, and Tom Iwasaki of the Bryn Mawr Greenhouse.

When the rails reached Renton, the earnings of the Company improved,
and connections were made with the Pacific Coast, Northern Pacific, and
Milwaukee Railroads on Burnett Street to exchange freight cars. Every
night electric freight engines picked up cars in Renton and distributed
coal, lumber, hay, groceries, and general freight along Rainier Avenue
from the present Rainier and Airport way area to newly-opened Dearborn
Street. At this time there were seven coal bunkers and hay yards, two
Bryn Mawr lumber mills, six lumber yards, one gravel pit, and Dugdale's
Seattle Ballpark on Rainier and and McClellan Street.

When Dugdale Park, home of the Seattle Indians was in full swing, .the
afternoon (before lights made night baseball possible) express was loaded
when it left Renton. There would be a second car to make all stops along
Rainier Avenue, and it would be loaded when it reached the Ballpark.

The Seattle, Renton and Southern hauled the most students in the
State from 1912 when Franklin High School opened until the railway could
no longer compete with the automobile. And the Seattle City Council would
not renew the franchise because the Railway would not fill in the area
between the north and south lanes of Rainier Avenue. So time finally ran
out at 1:45 a.m. on January 1, 1937, when Car No. 106 backed into the car
barn in Columbia City, set the brakes and pulled down the last trolley.
After 47 years of operation, the "Galloping Goose" came to the end of a
useful and romantic era in the Valley.

An explanation is in order to clarify the jumble of railway names:
The Rainier Avenue Electric Railway started in 1889; next came the Seattle
and Rainier Beach Railway in 1896, which was reorganized in 1903 and
became the Seattle, Renton and Southern. The Railway was again reorganized
on July 14, 1916 and called the "Seattle-Rainier Valley Railway Company,"
the name it retained until its final day January 1, 1937.

One major improvement after the demise of the street railway was the
removal of the ties and rails; filling and paving of the open space running
down the middle of the street; and removal of the planks between the tracks
at intersections. More people than can be counted, busted wheels, ruined
autos, and got darned mad over the "gully" that ran from 4th and Dearborn
in Seattle to Rainier Beach.

The transportation system from Renton to Seattle was divided after
the arrival of motorized buses. The Railway's competition was the Blue-
bird Stage Line, started by Tom Oughton about 1923, which operated until
1930 when ownership changed and it became the Lakeshore Lines with George
Williams, Dr. Dixon, Tom Dobson and Tom Oughton as incorporators. The
Lakeshore grew over the years, expanding as far north as Bothell, and
continued in business until Metro came into existence in 1970.
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Chapter 3

THE MENTAL SCIENTISTS

The history of Bryn Mawr goes back to the day William E. Parker
platted the wilderness located on the southwest shore of Lake Washington

on April 14, 1890 and called it "Bryn Mawr."

Shortly after Mr. Parker drove the first stakes to indicate the
corners, Professor M. F. Knox and R. H. Morgan purchased a couple of lots
on 4th Avenue (84th South) and Lowell Avenue (121st). Prof. Knox made the
second purchase of land in Bryn Mawr in the late 1890's, perhaps with the
intention of establishing a college and related projects in the area.

Millard Fillmore Knox, who was born February 6, 1853, in Illinois,
first appeared in Seattle in 1889 as a lawyer. In 1895 he was practicing
Phrenology, the theory that one's mental powers are indicated by the shape
of the skull, and the mind can overcome any ills of the body.

The first indication Professor Knox intended to form a local Mental
Science group in the Seattle area, was an article published in the "True
Word," the organization's chronicle of May, 1901; the first convention was
called July, 1901. The four page, monthly paper covered general news, and
taught the views of the organization. Subscription rates were 5 cents per
copy, 35 cents per year, or a bargain of 3 years fora $1.00. Editor and
publisher was M. F. Knox, managing editor was his wife, Carrie J. Knox.

The first solid action of the Northwest dental Science group was on
September 15, 1903 when, under the leadership of Professor Knox, the Mental
Science Industrial Company was incorporated with the following signatory:
M. F. Knox, S. M. Bean, A. M. Hardin, Peter Fisher, and Lena M. Knox.

When the Seattle, Renton and Southern Railway ran all the way into
Renton in 1896, it was a day of rejoicing for Bryn Mawr, a dot on the map.
The Railway was the deciding factor for location of the Mental Science
group in the Village of Bryn Mawr. The True Word often published a time
table, showing 17 trips through Bryn Mawr starting at 5:12 a.m., the last
car was at 9:50 p.m. There was evening freight service available from
Seattle or Renton.

In 1905 the Mental~Science Industrial Company set up a small general

store on the triangle that is now 114th Street and Rainier Avenue, the
first business in Bryn Mawr. The store sold to members and non-members
alike, and prospered under the leadership of George Dorflinger, Manager,
and Mr. Reynolds, Clerk. When the store was running smoothly, the reins
were turned over to Henry Collier and Charles Monson.

Merchandise the store did not have on the shelves, could be picked up
the next day or two. Community deliveries were made with a horse and
buggy, rain, shine or snow. "Phrenology" also believed in using "natural
foods," so the store carried them. In a year and a half things picked up,
and a bakery was added in July, 1906.
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As a matter of interest, R. L. East purchased the following items at
the store in 1909: 10 lbs. onions - 25¢; 2 spools thread - 10~; 3 pairs of

~ gloves - 25¢; 215 bricks - $2.50; 5 dozen oranges - $1.00; and so on. Of
course, it should be remembered $2.00 a day was a good wage at that time.

II~~ A number of local people believed in Phrenology and it was not long
before members of the Mental Science group built homes, in addition to
the small store. Mrs. Melvina Hanson and her husband, Frank, one of the

,~I'~ organization's pioneer couples, built the first substantial, two-story
i' home on Grand Avenue (87th Avenue). More homes were built and more

~~,~ l i fami 1 i es moved i nto Bryn Mawr. ~ ~ ! `~

HaNSON HOME 1905 and 1985

Whether a coincidence or not, in 1904, J. F. Smith erected a sawmill
on Lake Washington near today's 114th St. Some Mental Science members were
employed at the Maple Valley Lumber Company. The mill provided jobs until
1917 when good logs became difficult to obtain and the mill closed.

Employees of the mill found little in the way of living facilities
until the group had George Crosland, a Colorado group member, erect the
Scenic Hotel on Carlysle Avenue (South 114th St.) between today's 85th and
87th Avenues. There was room for about 40 persons, and George's wife,
Edyth, put out a "good board."

There was no community mail service (except by horse to Renton),
until the Mental Science group petitioned the Post Office Department in
1905 for a local station; on January 24, 1906, the Bryn Mawr, Washington
Post Office became a reality. Postmistress Melissa Dorflinger, held the
position until March 29, 1919.

The Mental Science members looked for ways to improve the community.
As everyone knows, a pure and reliable water distribution system is a
necessity if a community is to prosper. The Dorflingers and the Hansons
established the Bryn Mawr Water Company in April, 1906. They owned the
springs on the site of the present day Water District Watershed. The
Company obtained a franchise from the County and operated until May, 1924
when King County Water District 14 was formed.

One of the aims of Professor Knox' organization was the advancement

of the Phrenology theory through education. The Mental Science College
Educational Association, the backbone of the plan, was incorporated on

October 16, 1905, by M. F. Knox, Melvina Hanson, Nettie E. Knowles, and

George and Melissa Dorflinger.

~ ~ R
:~ III:\"CAI. SCICIITC~ JOL'RNAI.--ISSGI~;ll DiONTHLY

Subscription—[T. 9. and Cnnudn-3~c Per Tcnr. Threc Vicars X1.00. This Copy IOc.

VOL. 5. BRYN MAW R, WASH., SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER, -1906 NOS. 11 & 12

Forty-four Graduates in the Greatest College in

World's History.

-14- , -15-



The group did not let any grass grow under its feet, early in 1906 a
temporary college building of wood construction, about 24 by 50 feet with
two wings of 18 by 20 feet each was started and ready for occupancy on
July 1, 1906. The unusual building was located on the hillside, up from
present day Rainier Avenue, just~South of 117th St., set among the trees,
with a large front porch, a wide fr~nt door with the motto "I Am Success"
above. A large white flag with purple and gold edging and the word "Peace••
on it was flying from the center of the porch roof.

FIRST MENTAL SCIENCE COLLEGE BUILDING. BUILT IN 1906,
THIS WAS TO BE A TEMPORARY BUILDING UNTIL A LARGER ONE
COULD BE BUILT ON THIS SITE IN BRYN MAWR.

The small wooden building was a good addition to the community, the
only meeting place of any size. The Mental Science classes met each
Wednesday, and Saturday was set aside for relaxation. The entertainment
committee besides having dances each week, arranged a boat ride around
Lake Washington.

At 8:30 a.m. on a warm misty Sunday morning in July, 1906, 100 people
assembled on the Bryn Mawr wharf eager to begin the journey. The steamer
Fortuna with a capacity of 300 came out of the mist and everyone piled on
board. They headed East at 14 knots toward the Garden of Eden (today's
Kennydale), then north past the Villages of Bellevue and Kirkland before
heading South again. The Fortuna stopped at Madison Park, then returned
past Rainier Beach and Taylor's Mill before landing at Bryn Mawr at 12:50
p.m. in time for lunch. Besides the Mental Science members, many Bryn Mawr
residents participated in these events.

Every year the Mental Science College graduated another class and the
community continued to grow in population and number of residences. In

August, 1906, Irene Beers was the first woman in the Mental Science group
to give birth to a child; in honor of this event, Gladys Irene Beers was
placed in the middle of the 1906 graduating class picture. (See page 15.)
The midwife who delivered the Beers baby was no doubt Melissa Dorflinger,
who delivered quite a few babies in the early days when the closest doctor
was in Renton and there were no roads -- only trolleys at that time.

~. 
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Cut ~showiiig tl~e peimaneiiC nlen~al science 'lsuildi~ig~s at l3ryn Dlawr, Ii.ing Co., Washington, U. ~. A., 4UOs1'LU
feet, fronting west on Grand Avenue. West front duplicated • on the east, overloolting Lake Washington. The
grounds are already laid out. The south end will be erected Srst; on ground floor will be a lecture hall, entranco
Yra_a the east. North end will be Uuilt next for the auditorium, to seat 6,v00. The center building, 100x120 feet, will
then be commenced—the upper story principally glass for advanced classes and permanent healing. Glass cou-
servatories between each building for science and literary courses. The material is principally concrete, steel and
ginss. Estimated cost, one-half million dollars.

The proposed building shown above was to replace the wooden building;
however, the building was not completed, and the reason is unknown, but the
$500,000 estimate set forth in 1907 may have been a factor.

The community was growing and so was the mental Science Industrial
Company. In June, 1907 10,000 copies of the True Word were published.
The Mental Science College also grew, and more members put down roots in
the community until Professor Knox died November 1, 1920. The organiza-
tion evidently could not exist without his leadership, although many of
the practitioners continued to live in Bryn Mawr. The college property
was auctioned off by Professor Knox' daughter, Lena Colman; ~1rs. Lola
Irvin from Pennsylvania bought and developed most of the land.

The college building served the Mental Science group and the community
until it burned down in 1927, Dick Doran says, shortly after he opened his
barber shop in 1926. Harold Cummings claims it burned in 1922-23; Johnny
Moore says it was in back of his home and burned in 1921; until a better
answer comes along this is the way it will remain.

So passed a good era in the Village of Bryn Mawr. Prof. Knox with
his unique ideas and large beard, left a good reputation; some of the
landmarks he and his associates erected are still standing and in use.
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Chapter 4

BRYN MAWR POST OFFICE

There was no Bryn Mawr Post Office before 1906, according to Lottie

East; the only way to get mail was to ride a horse or take the Rainier

Beach Railway, "the Dinky," at 5 cents each way, to Renton.

In 1905 the Mental Science group built a building to house the first
grocery in Bryn Mawr on Block 6 of the Bryn Mawr Addition, a triangular

area bordered by Lake Avenue (Rainier), Grand Avenue (87th South), and
Carlysle Avenue (South 114th Street), now occupied by an apartment house.

About mid-1905 the Mental Science members and other local citizens
petitioned the Postal Department fora post office for the Bryn Mawr area.
Renton Postmaster Tom Harries, signed a permit for the Mental Science Store

to house the Bryn Mawr Post Office on January 24, 1906. Melissa Dorflinger,
a Mental Science group member, was appointed the first postmistress, and
filled the position until 1919 when she and George moved to California.

The first postmaster was W. J. St. Thomas, original owner of the Cash
Savings Store, who handled the task until September 12, 1921, when he sold
the store to the M. V. Terhunes. Mrs. Terhune was postmistress until Mrs.
Malie King leased the Cash Saving Store and took over the job on March 26,
1926. The next owners were Lillian Gast and her husband, who operated the
store but not the post office. The store building caught fire one morning
in 1937 and Mrs. Gast and her daughter barely made it out in time with the
help of the P.I. paperboy, and Paul Springer and his ladder. The newly-
organized Volunteer Fire Department was not notified in time, and the
building burned to the ground.

Lola Irvin arrived in the area with her son, Bill, about 1928, bought
some land from the Mental Science estate and built a two-story brick build-
ing about 1930, at the corner of 116th and Rainier Avenue. Mrs. Irvin had
a combination meat market, grocery, and drug store on the lower floor and
lived in an apartment above.

Mrs. Winifred Mayner Killian was appointed postmistress March 14,
1931, and moved the post office from the Cash Saving Store to the Irvin
Building balcony. Olive White, Blanche Tuttle and Mary Hutchins helped
Mrs. Killian run the post office until 1945. At this time Daniel Killian
took over as acting postmaster when Mrs. Killian became ill.

In 1937 Daniel Muri bought the building, selling it sometime later;
the new owners leased it to Roy James Marr.

Alex NicBain enlarged his grocery store at the corner of 115th Place
and Rainier Avenue, so the post office moved across the street from Marr's
Drugs to the new section of the McBain store in 1945. There was now space
for six new mail carriers. Mail delivery was new to Bryn Mawr, gone were
the days of going to the post office to pick up the mail and exchange local
news.

In 1948 the new manager hired Helen Muri as part-time clerk to help
with the mail for the Skyway community. The "temporary" position Helen
filled lasted until she retired from the Skyway Station in August, 1974.

The post office department changed the Bryn Mawr, Washington Post
Office to the Bryn Mawr Branch of the Seattle Post Office larch 30, 1948,
a move to take care of the increased mail traffic. The quarters in McBain's
Store had already become too small, so Mr. McBain contracted with the post
office department to build a new building on the South side of 115th Place
just a few feet West of Rainier Avenue. By mid-1950 Alex McBain completed
the new station and a new crew moved in led by Glen Bishop, the first civil
service manager in a Bryn Mawr Post Office. Along with Mr. Bishop, three
more carriers were added, the Bryn Mawr Station became big-time.

After a few dears it was apparent the Bryn Mawr Station was too small,
and the changing center of population in 1960 forced the Postal Department
to build a station in Skyway. More carriers were added for a total of 16
routes and 6 clerks. In 1970 the Skyway Station traffic increased to such
an extent an addition was built to accommodate the new carriers and clerks.

The first little Bryn Mawr Post Office in 1906 had a potential of 50
customers. Today the Skyway Branch potential is 20,000 -- a long leap, of
course the 80 intervening years make a lot of difference.
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CHAPTER 5

BRYN MAWR SCHOOL

On April 14, 1890, when the plat for Bryn Mawr was filed, and for
several years after, there were very few families in the area. As time
went on kids were scattered over a wide area in need of education. King
County School District 97, which included Campbell Hill School and the
area of Bryn Mawr, was formed February 5, 1894. Before this period, the
few children there were in the wilderness attended a log school within a
horseback ride of their diggings.

The first School District 97 census in 1905 indicates 33 children
between the ages of 5 and 21 were attending school. The 22 children of
the Campbell Hill area were originally taught in a home located on the east
side of Beacon Avenue and South 131st, and used today as a residence.

In 1905 the nine younger Bryn Mawr children, ages 8-16, attended
Renton Central School, where Robert Alexander and Sam Kenney attended high
school. The youngest grammar school kid was Melba Burrows, the oldest
Thomas East. The kids in between were Winifred and Beatrice Alexander,
Edgar and Ruth Burrows, and Mary, Alice, and Lottie East.

From 1896 Bryn Mawr pupils could walk, ride a horse, or ride the
Seattle-Rainier Beach Railway or "Dinky" to school in Renton. The Dinky
fare was 5 cents, a lot in 1905. Many kids walked the mile and a half,
and kept the nickel if they could get away with it.

Attending the Renton school was the only way the Bryn Mawr students
could get an education. District 97 School Commissioners did not furnish
a school building for the Bryn Mawr area until early 1908, when a one-room
structure was built. In the fall the first class with 21 smiling faces met
the new teacher, Miss Caroline Gunn, who taught eight grades for half a
year when she was replaced by Mrs. Hall. The building had heat and lights,
but no inside plumbing or water. When school was in session, the plumbing
was taken care of by a long board walk to the northeast part of the school
yard with a small building at the end. (Small building in the picture on
the top of the next page.)

Water for the school was taken care of by digging a well in the front
yard. One day when the workmen finished digging, they covered the hole
with planks; one of the curious small girls who was nosing around fell in
the hole. No problem! She was fished out, a little dirty, but with no
injuries; this local lady is still around.

In 1908 enrollment in Bryn Mawr School increased when Gust Hiibner
arrived with his children: George, Fred, William, Maymie, Hattie and
Lawrence; and D. W. Derbyshire added his Leon, Dessie and Chester.

The Bryn Mawr School, the only one in the area, was also the only
meeting place. The Bryn Mawr Methodist Church met there until 1910.

The first class at Bryn Mawr Elementary School: 1908-1909. 1st row:
Myrtle Hogan, Elmer Martin, Reuben Parsons, Lawrence Hebner, Chester Derby-
shire, Yukomitso Oyama; 2nd row: Phyllis Alexander, Edna Miller, Erma
Martin, Raymond Hartsfield, Harper Wren, Allen Martin, unknown boy; 3rd
row: Lottie East, Hattie Hebner, Mayme Hebner, Dessie Derbyshire, Leon
Derbyshire, Carl Keith, Clarence Jones, Carol Ryan; Caroline Gunn, Teacher.

1909-1910 Class at Bryn Mawr. Names are unavailable but probably
similar to those of 1908-1909 Class. Teacher - Carrie Rohnblom.
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At the beginning of the 1909-1910 school year, Miss Carrie Rohnblom
opened the doors to 19 students. The days were probably very full for this
young lady.

With an influx of students early in 1910, the School Board decided the
one-room building would soon be too small. Plans were drawn for a larger
building, which incorporated the 1908 one-room building into the new two-
story, four-room plant with two classrooms on each floor. The new building
also furnished some niceties of life such as inside plumbing and a central
heating system to replace the potbellied stove. The building was completed
by September, 1911 and Miss Nancy Westover greeted grades 1 through 3, and
Mrs. McGinnis took care of the intermediate grades 4 through 8.

$~ ~ ~l ~
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The Bryn Mawr Elementary School building was built in 1911, and the
gymnasium addition on the right added during 1921, and torn down in 1960.

The first school census shows two Bryn Mawr boys, Robert Alexander
and Sam Kenney attending Renton High School (probably riding the "Dinky").
Later, students who decided big town education would be best, rode the
"Galloping Goose" to Seattle's beautiful new Franklin High School after it
opened in 1912. It was a long trip to the "black & green" in the morning.
In the afternoon, especially when the weather was nice, a lot of kids got
off the trolley at the city limits. The fare from Franklin to the city
limits was a nickel, and to Renton via Bryn Mawr was another nickel. The
walkers saved a nickel for spending money.

The trail to the first Bryn Mawr School was slippery and muddy during
the early years, and wound around stumps and snags in the area. When the
area's residents realized improvements were needed, they banded together
and formed the Bryn Mawr Community Club. One of their first projects was
installation of a plank walk through the woods to the door of the school.

The same teachers who were hired in 1910 taught until 1917, teaching
at Bryn Mawr must have been satisfying. 'Miss Ethel Provin (who married
George Hebner, a local boy) helped for a one-year term in 1915. From 1917
to 1928, Miss Edith Wright and Mrs. C. Hadden remained. Miss Ida Stillwell,
another staff member, stayed until 1921. Ernest Pritchard came in 1920
and served as teacher-principal until 1925.

In 1920 the board felt there was a need for fire safety equipment,
especially for the 2nd floor students. After evaluating many types of
fire escapes, the members decided a metal slide on the south side (South
118th) would be the quickest route to safety. The kids loved the slippery
slide during fire drills, and any other time they could get away with
using the slide.

Lack of a community gathering place, the need for indoor recreation
and an assembly area for the students, undoubtedly prompted the School
Board to consider building a gymnasium, and in 1921 awarded a contract to
William "Mike" Scholtz to erect a gym, which would abut the original two-
story building on the north side. The exterior wooden siding was the same
as the main building, the inside was of ceiling-type finish. There was an
adequate stage at one end, and a balcony entered from an inside stairway
from the lower floor of the classroom section. (See the picture of the
old and new sections of the building on page 22.)

The new facility gave the community organizations the opportunity
they had been waiting for. The Bryn Mawr Athletic Club held activities
such as basketball, wrestling, and many dther sports in the gym. In a
few years the Bryn Mawr Civic Club was holding meetings and money-making
community activities at the school. The school was able to schedule and
have a few shows and basketball games of their own from time to time which
stimulated community interest.

Boy Scout Troop 482 also met in the building, acquiring high ideals
for their future roles in life; some became community leaders, all were
better for the experience. The Scouts had a basketball team backed by the
local merchants who furnished uniforms. Roy James Marr of Marr's Drugs
furnished a scout shirt and neckerchief for any boy who wished to join the
Troop. Leaders Dale Merritt and Harold Eister kept the 48 boys very busy.
These two staunch leaders saw a need for a Boy Scout Troop, and followed
through.

An April, 1939 news item from the "Bryn Mawr Newsette," (printed
monthly by the 8th Grade Class), said: "Second Class Scout requirements
were passed by Norman Dixon, Boyd Benson, Charles Smith, Douglas Buckley,
Harvey Cleveland, Edward Kitchin, Dennis Stonehouse, Billie Nelson, Norman
Bonzon, and Richard Bowers. The trail they used was blazed by Richard
Park, George Iwasaki, Donald Ingram, and William Kirkland."
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A new slate of teachers reported for work in 1928. James Dunne, Miss
Elsbeth Scheibler, Vera Jefferson; and Miss Adeline Muzzy, who transferred
from Campbell Hill School and stayed at Bryn Mawr until 1946.

During the 1933 depression the Civic Club and School Board "twisted
the arm" of the Works Progress Administration, and some unemployed workmen
put in cement sidewalks to the School. The Water District granted the WPA
free use of water for the project. Everyone was happy after the job was
completed: kids, mothers, and most of all, School Custodian, Roy Morgan.

H. Raymond Johnson, married Elsbeth Scheibler in 1932, and was teacher
and principal from 1934 until July 19, 1942, when District 97 merged into
Renton School District 403, and Ray became Business Manager for the newly-
formed district. According to one former student, Mr. Johnson knew how to
get the attention of a mischievous child and didn't hesitate to act accord-
ingly. Ray Johnson was respected and loved by his students.

Ray Bright, a stern but fair disciplinarian, was Principal from 1942
until he left about 1953, to become a Park Ranger at Mt. Rainier.

Bryn Mawr Elementary School 5th and 6th Grade classes, September 17,
1935. Front row: Larry Bernhardt, Ray Brooks, Don Jordan, George Iwasaki,
Margie Lee, Claire Stewart, Grace Pollard, Betty Herr; 2nd row: Maxine
Doran, Virginia Shaughnessy, Thurlow Jenson, Norman Dixon, Don Jenson, Don
Ingram, Ted Hamilton, ???; 3rd row: Harry Johnston, Bill Britzius, ???, Jim
Moen, ???, Jim Kennealy, Marsha Hunt; 4th row: Douglas Tuttle, Bob Rock,
Alf Mitchell, Bill Roberson, Charles Titus, Jack Van Zandt; 5th row: John
Dalgetty, Margarita Wilson, Mrs. Sargent, Dorothy Duvall, and Adelle Sharpe.
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In 1942 when Renton School District 403 assumed operation of King
County District 97, there were 160 pupils and 7 teachers at Bryn Mawr; and
56 pupils at Campbell Hill with two teachers. King County School Directors
were George H. Hisey, G. A. Morrell, and Albert T. Miskimens. Over the
years, Bryn Mawr expanded until there were 8 classrooms with 7 teachers.

Most of Bryn Mawr's high school students attended Franklin High until
1942 when District 403 took in Bryn Mawr and provided bus transportation
to Renton High School. In earlier years it was easier for the kids to ride
the street car and later the bus that went through Bryn i~lawr to Seattle and
the high school.

Tile District also operated the two-room Campbell Hill School. At
times after World War II, the two-room play area in the daylight basement
was used for classrooms because of increased enrollment. Anew building
was constructed in 1956 to replace the old one built in 1914. Carl Howard
was the first principal at the new Campbell Hill School. His first teach-
ing position was at Renton's Sartori Elementary in 1946. Carl grew up in
Renton, and attended Renton schools in King County School District 7.

Because of increased enrollment, the old wooden Bryn Mawr School
building became too small. In 1931 a four-room structure was built just
north of the old building, the first brick building in the District. The
new building housed the kids for about 15 years, until a brick addition
was added in 1945, adjacent to the one erected in 1931 with a common hall
between.

The gym end classrooms were used part-time in the old building in the
1940's. An inspection of the building proved it necessary to insert large
bolts from side to side with turnbuckles, to bring in the bulge that had
developed on the outer walls. The 2nd story floor moved like a wave in
front of anyone walking from one side of the room to the other. Local
groups held a haunted house there a few years, with only a limited number
of students allowed upstairs at a time.

The old-fashioned cupola on top of the old building was sealed off for
years, but when the building was demolished in 1960, the cupola contained a
few cigarette butts and candy wrappers; entrance was probably gained via
the tree alongside the school and over the roof.

The old building, used intermittently until 1960, was torn down to
make room for a modern brick addition. During construction of the present
gym and primary wing, grades five and six were assigned other facilities.
Teachers Sharon Hiller and Billy Archer had classrooms in Dimmitt Junior
High, and Joe Brabant's class used the stage at the end of the Dimmitt
lunchroom. Bill Loken's fifth grade class used the Bryn Mawr Methodist
Church Social Hall.

4Jhile the teachers were quartered elsewhere, hardworking Bryn Mawr
Principal, Bob Box, his Secretary Marian Hoey, and the School Nurse, were
huddled in a small office between the girl's lavatory & Dorothy Carney's
kindergarten class. Bob Box said they were so crowded that when the
toilets were flushed in the next room, the lights dimmed.
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After the additions to the old brick school, the District upgraded
the plant, and in 1971 completed the last building. The buildings may
look different than in 1908, but the old and the new dedicated School
Board members still work for the same pay scale -- nothing! Think about
that the next time you want to raise a fuss with the present School Board

of five patient citizens for not subscribing to your ideas as being the
best.

CHAPTER 6

BRYN MAWR METHODIST CHURCH

In 1905 things were beginning to stir in Bryn Mawr, when the Mental
Science Group arrived. They were not a religious group, an "ism" or a
creed, but a thought group, hardworking and conscientious. Membership in
the Science group was open, but there were people in the community who
felt they needed religious guidance.

People who practiced the Methodist faith were in a quandary, there
was no organized group in the community, so every family went their own
way, some taking the Seattle-Rainier Beach Railway to Seattle, and some
going to a Renton Church for their own type of religion.

In 1908 a movement to establish a Baptist Church took hold and Rev.
Macintosh, a traveling minister, held services in the Bryn Mawr School.
The building was adequate, but the facilities were not the best. A pot-
bellied, woodburning stove furnished heat, water was drawn from a well,
and the outdoor facility at the end of the boardwalk was drafty, but it
was the best meeting place available in the community.

On August 30, 1909, the "Bryn Mawr Methodist Episcopal Church" was
incorporated by charter members Albert Cole, Mrs. Robert East, Mrs. N. E.
Wilson, and Mrs. Roy. Early pastors served other communities besides Bryn
Mawr, mainly Rainier Beach and Kennydale, because none were large enough
to support a full-time pastor. It was custom for the pastor to be asked
to dinner in one of the member's homes each Sunday.

In 1910, under the leadership of Rev. Roy L. Sprague, the first
pastor assigned to the fledgling church, a move was made to gather funds
to purchase a building site. The Ladies aid held various fundraising
activities such as bazaars, dinners, quilting bees, box socials, book
reviews, travelogues, and plays; the members found out there were many
ways to have their arms twisted.

The Congregation, under the guidance of Rev. 0. F. Krieger, worked
hard to obtain their objective in 1911. When Rev. Daniel Earl took over
leadership in 1914 there were enough funds to acquire two lots on South
116th Street between 84th and 85th Avenues South. With a little money
in the treasury after the purchase of the lots, the parsonage building
was started. While work progressed on the parsonage, the Congregation
held services in a small building on the lake shore. The new parsonage
doubled as a place to hold services until funds could be raised to build
a church.

It did not take long to make more dreams come true, the parsonage on
South 116th was sold for $600.00 in the early part of 1915. With the $600
and a grant of $100.00 from the Board of Missions, it was possible for the
Methodists to look around for a larger location. Two lots were found on
the corner of 85th South and South 115th that suited their needs. After
the congregation had the deed in hand, they built a one-room building and
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moved in August 17, 1915, under the leadership of Rev. R. C. Hartley.
 On

opening day, the Congregation consisted of four member families and 3
6

children in the Church School.

BRYN MAWR
METHODIST CHURCH

ABOUT 1916

REAR VIEW
OF THE CHURCH

CORNER OF
85th Ave. So. and

So. 115th St.

Between 1915 and 1923 several rooms were added while Rev. D. P. He
nry

(1917), Rev. A. M. Steele (1921), and Rev. Archie M. Herd (1922) led 
the

Congregation. When Rev. W. S. Garner held the reins in 1923, a grant of

$200.00 from the Board of Missions made it possible to add a sanctuary to

the Church. During these years there was a steady increase in attendance,

with 13 member families and a Sunday School average of 50 children.

In 1929, Alexander Edmund, Superintendent, held sway over Sunday

School -- with an attendance of about 80. Besides leading the Sunday

School, Alex had a good Scots singing voice, and with the help of Mrs.

Jennie Ellis and some other persons, added music to the services.

From 1923 to 1943 there were a number of pastors (see list on page

30). In 1943 the Rev. John Butler served as pastor, traveling between

Rainier Beach and Bryn Mawr, and living at the Rainier Beach parsonage;

most likely World War II caused a shortage of ministers. During this

period there was a steady growth in the Congregation. When Pastor Butler

left in 1947, there was a family membership of over 100 with a propor-

tionate growth in the school census, making it a tight squeeze when

everyone attended Sunday services, especially on Christmas and Easter.

In 1940 the Ladies Aid Society's name was changed to the Women's

Society of Christian Services, the chores and benefits were the same.

When World War II ended and the building boom started, attendance

became too large for the little added-onto Church built in 1915. About

that time, a canvass was made to raise funds for a new church building.

The amount raised was not large enough for a church so it was decided to

build a parsonage first to house a full-time minister. Contributions of

money, material and labor made possible the construction of a parsonage o
n

a lot adjoining the Church at 8432 South 115th Street. The first minister

to move into the new parsonage was Rev. Louis V. Martin in 1947.

During the tenures of Rev. Martin, and Rev. Truman Cotten, overcrowd-

ing was still a problem, so it was decided something had to be done. Rev.

Clinton Aiton arrived in 1952 and the decision was made to build a new

Church. A Building Committee was formed, led by Joe Schultz, Chairman; &

aided by Frank White, Ted Wilson, Ray Beyer, Homer Latta, Wesley Storey,

John Gleason, and Mrs. P. C. Woodcock. The Committee started to solicit

funds and obtain pledges ~o start the ball rolling.

It was decided to move out of the populated area around 85th Avenue

South and South 115th Street. After much looking, vacant property on the

corner of 80th Avenue South and South 116th Street appeared to be the best

location. Owner Charles Simons was contacted, and sold the approximate

one and one-sixth acre for $10,000.00 to the Church.

In the fall of 1955, Rev. Frank Jackson was appointed pastor and,

with his help, the Committee hired the architectural firm of Austin and

Johnson to present plans and oversee construction. After the plans were

accepted, the building contract was awarded to Robert Perry. When the

time came to get down to business, the Mother Church rallied round. The

Board of Missions loaned $30,000.00, and gifts of $2,000.00 came from the

First Methodist Church of Seattle, and $1,000.00 from the Seattle District

Methodist Union.

The Groundbreaking Service was held on April 7, 1957, with Rev.

Jackson, ten Church officers, and the entire Congregation taking part.

With the Contractor's approval, Joe Schultz, Building Committee Chair-

man, organized and worked with men, women and youth volunteers from the

Church and Community, evenings and Saturdays.

Ruth Schultz furnished hot lunches to the volunteer workers on

Saturdays and, as the number increased, other Church women helped with

the project. Having a Saturday and sometimes a Sunday picnic turned out

to be a special event everyone looked forward to. Construction began in

the spring and was completed in October, 1957. Altogether, 5,000 hours

of volunteer labor were given, thus reducing the cost of the structure

substantially and making a closer knit Congregation.

It was a joyous and overflowing Congregation that attended the

Consecration Service on Sunday, October 6, 1957. Bishop Raymond Grant

officiated, assisted by Dr. Clark Wood, District Superintendent, and

Rev. Frank Jackson, Pastor. This was also the 60th Anniversary of the

Church in the Community.

Rev. Jackson was very close to the project, since he was Pastor

during the 1955-1957 planning period, actual construction, and finally

Consecration in 1957. Of all the pastors, he had the longest tenure, a

period of nine years from 1955-1964. During that time there was a steady

membership growth in both the Church and Church School, and a reduction of

the mortgages. Rev. K. W. Larrison suceeded Rev. Jackson in 1964.

In 1965 the land mortgage was paid off, and in 1967 the building

mortgage was retired, and the new Church building could be dedicated.

Leading the Congregation in the dedication on March 23, 1968, were Bishop

Everett W. Palmer, Rev. Clinton Aiton, who was pastor during the planning
and fund raising years, and Pastor K. W. Larrison. This was another great

occasion, as now the Church building was owned by Methodism free and clear.
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Chapter 7

Bryn Mawr Methodist

Church at corner of

80th Avenue So. and

So. 116th Street.

Built in 1957.
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~~
~'~~li During October, 1982, the Church celebrated its 25th Anniversary in

~~ the "new" Church building. Former pastors were invited to participate and
there were special programs each Sunday.

~~
Major improvements through the years 1964-1985, included carpeting,

installation of new padded pews in the Sanctuary, purchase of a new piano
and organ, blacktopping the parking lot, installing circumference lighting

', I in the parking area, and purchase of a public address system for the Sanc-
tuary. Adding a carport and extensive remodeling upgraded the parsonage.

Many of these projects were financed by memorial gifts in memory of
loved ones. These gestures show the Bryn Mawr Methodist Church has had a
good influence in the community ever since the first few pioneers met in
the one-room schoolhouse in 1908, when preliminary development of the
Church began.

Bryn Mawr United Methodist Church Pastors, from 1908 through 1986:

I~~ 1909 Rev. Macintosh 1931 Rev. B. W. Rinehart
1910 Rev. R. L. Sprague 1935 Rev. Fred Thompson
1911 Rev. 0. F. Krieger 1942 Rev. Robert Putt

i~ 1913 Rev. Daniel Earl 1943 Rev. J. R'. Butler
it 1914 Rev. R. L. Wolfe 1947 Rev. L. V. Martin

1915 Rev. R. C. Hartley 1950 Rev. Truman Cotten
!'i '~ 1917 Rev. D. P. Henry 1952 Rev Clinton Aiton

',~~I~~~ 1919 Rev. R. G. Pike 1955 Rev. Frank Jackson
1920 Rev. A. F. Stearns 1964 Rev. K. W. Larrison
1923 Rev. W. S. Garner 1969 Rev. Tracy Manley
1924 Rev. Wm. Haggerty 1971 Rev. Ralph W. Wilde

'~~ ~,; 1926 Rev. J. Home Magee 1976 Rev. Lowell Murphree
1927 Rev. G. A. Sheefe 1978 Rev. Daniel E. Taylor

~~ 1929 Rev. A. H. Lathrop 1979 Rev. Evel,~n E. Knutson
'll 1930 Rev. K. 0. Pearson 1981 Rev. David G. Hullin

In 1969 Rev. Tracy ~1anley took an unusual part in the community
as a Volunteer Fireman of King County Fire District 20.

~~ il!'ii~~~ -30-

BRYN MAWR MILLS

The hills of Bryn Mawr and the surrounding country were covered with
first class fir and cedar trees long before William and Lillian Parker ever
thought of platting the sidehill and flatland of Bryn Mawr.

Things began stirring in the area when Henry Tobin landed on the south
end of Lake Washington in 1853. It was not long before the need for lumber
started to make a dent in the prime stand of beautiful trees nearby on the
hills surrounding the as yet unnamed Town of Renton.

Early residents of Bryn Mawr and Skyway areas recall their parents'
saying the hills were bare of fir timber when the first settlers arrived.
There were a few stands of cedar in the wet area of S~yw~y up to about
30 years ago, but the ground was too mushy to get them out in the early
days. Besides, there was too much first class fir to fool with the cedar.

The first lumber mills that worked the hills surrounding Bryn Mawr are
not well-recorded. Taylor Mill was located in the wilderness at the south
part of today's Rainier Beach District on Lake Washington across the road
from the Lakeside Tavern. John Taylor, D. B. Denton and Eric Ulin, Jr.,
incorporated the Taylor Mill on June 19, 1889, -and operated a long time.

The Taylor Mill location was a natural; it was on the shore of Lake
Washington where Dead Horse Creek entered the Lake. The Creek flowed down
Dead Horse Canyon which drained Skyway Park and the area west of Skyway,
near Jerry Comer's Service Station. The two branches joined in today's Lake
Ridge Park and made a natural log slide to the Lake. The Creek had a fair
flow of water, (oldtimers say the salmon runs were really something), and
still runs alongside Holyoke Drive back of the Lakeside Tavern and empties
into the Lake.

The Taylor Mill between Rainier Beach and Bryn Mawr with Ford
Motor Company ship at the dock. Picture taken in fall of 1924.
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Taylor's Mill furnished lumber for many of the homes along the lake-

shore and in Bryn Mawr, one of which was the R. L. East home built in 1900

when they arrived. After 19 years of operation, John Taylor reincorporated

the mill and took his sons William and John, Jr. as partners in September,

1908. Between 1908 and 1930-31, when the mill closed, it furnished employ-

ment for people living in the area. Johnny Moors worked at the mill and

helped produce a record of about 100,000 board feet in one day.

After Lake Washington was lowered in 1916 and the fresh water lake was

accessible to the Ocean, the mill had a new market. In the fall of 1924, a

Ford Motor Company ship, the Onandago, brought a load of auto parts to the

Pacific Coast and returned to the East Coast with a full cargo of 1,800,000

board feet of lumber. This business helped keep the mill going full blast

for years. The Taylors also shipped lumber by way of the Seattle-Renton

Railway to retail yards in Rainier Valley and other outside markets.

About 1900 Andrew Bossert purchased a quarter section of wooded land

near today's Campbell Hill School, years before he intended to .move onto

the land. Part of the land extended to the Seattle City Limits and Renton

Avenue. When the time came to move there was no timber: no one knew wherE

it went. Other areas on top of the hill became stump land.

Where 84th Avenue South meets Rainier Avenue, there is a gully on the

west side of the road that still drains some springs that start high on the
sidehill of Bryn Mawr. At one time the springs were a natural shute for
cedar logs on their way to the shingle mills that ringed the south end of

the Lake. Today the springs are fairly well in hand, some of the water is
used by Water District 14. From the north side of 114th Street at 80th
Avenue for a few blocks downstream one of the springs runs free, until it
is piped under 84th South and Rainier Avenue to the Lake.

A few years back,the whole stream was fairly well open except where
it was piped under South 114th near 80th South. One stormy day there was
an extra heavy rainfall and the draintile on the upside of the road became
plugged. Everyone was concerned as a lake formed behind this manmade dam
which finally ran over, the street gave way, and the torrent took out 80th
South, 84th South and also Rainier Avenue.

On the Lake side of the Seattle-Renton and Southern Railway tracks
near 84th South, the small Orvis Shingle Mill was established about 1895,
and continued to operate until it burned about 1910. All was not lost when
the mill burned -- the kids used the landing for swimming, and oil left in
the tank was used to start fires to keep warm.

Another mill using prime logs harvested on the hillsides was J. F.
Smith's Maple Valley Lumber Company, located near where the present South
114th Street crosses Rainier Avenue. In the days before the Lake was
lowered nine feet, Mr. Smith had a good landing for his logs and barges,
and the shoreline was close to the street car rail connection to an out-
side market. Mr. Smith and two partners, A. J. Tennant and May E. Smith,
all of Seattle, incorporated this mill on March 15, 1904.

Gust Hebner was a sawyer in Wisconsin mills when Mr. Smith urged him
to come to Bryn Nawr to be head sawyer at the Maple Valley Mill. Gust and

his family came to the wilderness in 1908. Gust worked at the mill for
several years, but disliked the inefficient operation. In Wisconsin all
of the timber was used, none wasted as was the practice in the Northwest.

Frank Miller, father of Mrs. Arthur (Edna Miller) Hill, worked at
Maple Valley Lumber for quite a few years, until he went on to greener
fields.

MAPLE VALLEY LUMBER COyiPANY
Near Rainier Avenue South
and South 114th Street in
Bryn P~awr. Cows belonged
to the Robert East family.
Picture taken about 1904.

The influx of people imported to work in the mill posed a problem as
most of the hands were single and had no glace to stay. Two members of the
Mental Science Group, George and Edith Crosland, came from Colorado to Bryn
Mawr, and built a three and a half story hotel on Carlysle Street (South
114th) between 3rd Street (85th) and Grand Avenue (87th). The building had
outside plumbing and not much else, except food Edith prepared was reported
to make up for the lack of other first class accommodations.

The hotel served the employees of the Maple Valley Mill until they
established themselves in the community, was updated during the 1920-30

period and became the Bryn Mawr Apartments. In later years the Owners did

not maintain the building to Code and in the late 1960's it was removed.

J. F. Smith, General Manager of the Mill, planned on being a permanent

resident of the community, and built a nice residence on the northwest cor-
ner of Baker Avenue (88th) and Emerson (Bowling, South 115th Place). The
Smith family occupied the home until the mill closed about 1917, when it
was sold to George Banderet, a local conctractor.

After the Maple Valley Mill closed about 1917, perhaps going bankrupt,

it stood idle for a few years until dismantled. Later on the site was used

for a log dump and also as a diving pier for the local swimmers.
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Maple Valley Lumber Co., Bryn Mawr - About 1910

Just before Taylor's Mill closed about 1931, a new mill opened in Bryn
Mawr. Fred Roberts, an Attorney from Cottage Lake, Snohomish and Seattle,
incorporated the Seattle-Renton Lumber Company with Jim Carlson (of Duvall)
and James Weter as partners on November 29, 1929. The Company issued stock
worth $45,000.00, which was raised shortly to $90,000.00, the business was
prospering.

Fred Roberts was an experienced lumberman. He opened the Cottage Lake
Mill in 1910, and the Seattle-Snohomish Lumber Company sometime later. Mr.
Robert's son-in-law, Mr. Waltz, owns and operates Seattle-Snohomish Lumber
today. When the Bryn Mawr mill opened, he had shingle mills in Raymond and
Hoquiam, and banks in Kirkland, Redmond, Eatonville, Bothell and Duvall.
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Jim Carlson, an old hand in the lumber business, and associated with
Mr. Roberts in other mill ventures, was General Manager of the Seattle-
Renton Mill. Mr. Carlson and a young fellow, Vincent Dougherty, worked
together at the Cottage Lake Mill. Vince was experienced in all phases of
mill operation and fit right into the Bryn Mawr picture, along with Hugh
Peavey, General Foreman; Jim's hand picked crew was raring to go.

A number of local citizens on the payroll were Ira and Ralph Tuttle,
Dick Knoblauch, Mr. Hendrickson, head sawyer, Mr. Parsons who worked the
carriage; and John Conner also put in some time in his younger days.

By the time the mill ran its first 100,000 board feet, Jim had every-
thing in good shape. Average production was 50,000 feet per day with a
one-shift crew of 40 men. Not much was wasted in this mill, the sawdust
was in large piles, the scrap was ground up to make hog fuel for the large
boilers around Renton, and the sawdust was for home stokers, usually a
cheap fuel. Claude Booth had the contract to keep the piles used up, and
when he died in 1937, his younger brother, Harry, carried on.

Everything was going smoothly when World War II started and the Gov-
ernment bought the mill. Mr. Barbee of the Barbee Marine Yard, a Ballard
small ship and barge builder, set up a building yard at the mouth of the
old Black River just alongside the mill. Barbee took over production of
the Seattle-Renton Mill, making it easy for Vinnie Dougherty, all he had
to do was make one invoice a day.

Mr. Barbee also wanted local men and hired a couple of the best, long-
time residents, Toivo Moilanen and his father-in-law, Andy Anderson.

Seattle-Renton Lumber operated the mill until the Government sold it
to Barbee in 1943 to make way for the construction of the Renton Airfield.
Barbee located a spot on the opposite shore of the Lake near the creosote
plant in Kennydale. When the time came for the move, the whole mill was
loaded on barges, including the 95 foot 'water tower and the large crane
which were loaded upright. The whole kit and kaboodle was towed across the
Lake to its present location. One of the small problems on loading and
unloading the wa"ter tower and the crane was the one inch tide in the Lake.

When the last barge left the Bryn Mawr shore, the old Black River was
filled with lake bottom gravel, and the Seattle-Renton Mill disappeared
into the mist.

Barbee continued to manufacture barges and tugs in Kennydale until the
end of the War. Shortly after the War, Mr. Barbee sold the mill to a group
of fellows that retained ownership for less than a year. In late 1945 they
sold out ~o Alex Cugini, a Renton logging contractor, who had supplied logs
to the Seattle-Renton Miil for years before the War.

After a large $1,000,000 fire at the Barbee Mill on Sunday, September
22, 1957, fought by all the fire departments in south King County, the Mill
was rebuilt, modernized and put back into operation early in 1959. The
dill operated smoothly and when Alex Cugini, Sr. died in 1978, Josephine
Cugini, tilex' wife, and Alex Cugini, Jr. picked up the reins, and operate
the Barbee Mill today with help from grandson, Robert Cugini.
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